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Alaska

Alaskais a U_S. state situated in the northviest extremity of the North American continent Bordering
the state to the east are the Canadian teritory of Yukon and the Canadian province of Britsh
Columbia; tothe north are the Chukehi and Beaufort Seas, southern parls of the Arctic Ocean. To the.
west and soth i the Pacific Ocean, with Russia (specifically, Chukotka Autonomous Okrug and
Kamehatka Krai)farther west across the Bering Strait. Alaska is the largest state in the United States
by area, the 4th least populous and the least densely populated of the 50 United States.
Approximately half of Alaska's residents (estmated at 736,732 by the Census Bureau in 2014) ive
within the Anchorage mefropolitan area. Alaska's economy is dominated by the oil natural gas, and
fishing industries, resources which it has in abundance. Tourism and miltary bases are also a
significant part of the economy.

‘Although it had been occupied for over ten thousand years by indigenous peoples, from the 18th
century onward, European powers considered the terrtory of Alaska rie for exploitaion and trade.
‘The United States purchased Alaska from the Russian Empire on March 30, 1867, for 7.2 millon U S.
dollrs at approximately two cents per acre ($4.74/km2). The area went through several administrative
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Natural features

‘With its myriad islands, Alaska has nearly 34,000 miles (54,720 km) of tial shoreline. The Aleutian
Islands chain extends west from the southern tp of the Alaska Peninsula. Many active volcanoes are
found inthe Aleutians and in coastal regions. Unimak Island, or exampl, is home to Mount
‘Shishaldin, which is an occasionally smaideing volcano that rises to 10,000 fest (3,043 m) above the
North Pacifc. It is the most perfect volcanic cone on Earth, even more symmetrical than Japan's
Mount Fuji The chain of volcanoes extends o Mount Spup, west of Anchorage on the mainiand.
Geologists have identified Alaska as part of Wrangella, a arge region consisting of mulple states and
Canadian provinces in the Pacific Northwest, which is actively undergoing continent building.

One of the world's largest ides occurs in Tumagain Am, just south of Anchorage — tdal differences
can be more than 35 feet (10.7 m).

‘Alaska has more than three milion [akes Matsh}apds, and vetiand permafrost cover 188,320 square
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